As of: April 2017
OMAHA BASS ANGLERS TOURNAMENT RULES/STANDARDS
1. When appropriate all tournaments will be catch-measure-release. Fish will be measured using a Rule board provided by the club or a personal Rule board inspected prior to the tournament by the Tournament Director or a designated person. Mouth must be closed and measured from lip to end of tail. Lengths will be rounded up to the nearest quarter inch. For example, a 12 3/8" fish will be counted as 12 1/2". Only fish 12 inches and longer will be counted. Any fish that does not touch 12 inches will be considered short. The largest (5) five fish will be counted for total weight. Weights will be determined by the weight matrix provided on the tournament scorecard.
2.   Only two contestants per boat will be allowed (except in emergencies). Spotters, not fishing for club points, can be used to verify fish when enough non-boaters are not available. If a spotter wishes, they can enter all tournament payout options to include Big Bass and Big Boat payouts; otherwise, they are not eligible for any payouts.  The spotter will be assigned to the last boater position drawn in the tournament; however, spotters are not allowed to fish with relative/family members or close friends. If the circumstances dictate, the spotter will be placed with the last to launch non-relative boater in the tournament. If more non-boaters enter than boaters do, pre-paid members will be given preference. After this preference, luck of the draw will determine who fishes. Short of fishing three in a boat, every effort will be made to get everyone in the tournament. Members in good standing will have priority over prospective new or honorary members.
3.    Tournament entry fees will be $30.00 per contestant, for each tournament, plus any additional fees associated with tournament fishing permit.  Ten dollars ($10) of the entry fee goes to Omaha Bass Anglers club treasury.  Five ($5) goes to the State Team Fund. Fifteen dollars ($15) of the entry fee will be paid to the top three anglers based on a 50/35/15 percent payout matrix.   Optional Big Bass will be $5.00 per person with a 70/30 pay back to 1st and 2nd Big Bass. Anglers can only receive 1st OR 2nd place monies.  In the case of a 1st place tie, the pot will be split evenly.  In the case of a 2nd place tie, 2nd place monies will be divided between both anglers.  Optional Big Boat will be $10.00 per boat with 100% pay back. Big Boat will be determined by taking the (5) five best fish from each angler and adding their total weights together for the Big Boat total.  In the case of a tie for Big Boat, the pot will be divided equally between two boats.
4. Tournament draw meetings will be held at 7:00pm on the Wednesday night prior to the scheduled tournament unless the tournament is over 130 miles away or more than 2 1/2 hours driving time. In this case, the draw meeting will be held at 7:00pm on the Monday night prior to the scheduled tournament. Any draw meeting that would normally fall in the same week as a scheduled monthly meeting will be held immediately following the monthly meeting on Monday night. The tournament draw will be the responsibility of the Tournament Director and should be done in the presence of other club members, if possible. At the draw, a boater and a non-boater will be paired together. There will be no swapping or substitutions unless either the boater or non-boater have already been paired during the season and wish to fish with another partner.  EXCEPTION: The last boater and non-boater paired cannot elect to fish with another partner, even if they have previously fished together during the current season.  Any boater not paired with a non-boater partner has the option to fish by himself, providing a spotter could not be made available and as long as the lake is a 15-inch minimum lake limit. In that case, all contestants will be allowed only one (1) fish less than 15 inches on paper and the remaining fish over the legal limit must be brought in for verification.  If possible, and in the interest of getting gthe fish back in the water as soon as possible, helping perpetuate our sport, every effort should be made by the lone boater to contact another club member fishing he tournament to get their fish measured and released.  In the event all fish are measured, it will not be necessary to bring any fish to the weigh-in for verification.  The Tournament Director will notify the members of their boat number and partner after the draw.  The Tournament Director will determine the tournament start times and ramp locations.  A member may withdraw up to 24 hours prior to the tournament start time due to emergency or work commitment and will be refunded their entry fee.  This rule will not apply on lakes that have a 21-inch limit such as Green Valley.  All boats will have two contestants on a 21-inch lake.  

5. Lakes to be fished will be determined by a popular vote. During the July meeting, a list of lakes will be voted on with the top lakes selected to be fished during the following year. The Tournament Director will schedule dates for the tournaments. A tournament schedule will be published no later than the February meeting. The Tournament Director is responsible for submitting Lake Permit applications and all reports after completion of each tournament.  Tournament Directors are additionally responsible to submit tournament requests throughout the year that will affect the following year’s event schedule.  Example:  Lake Mozingo applications are accepted in April of the year prior to the tourna;ment.
6. Eleven (11) regular tournaments are scheduled each year with a recommended eight (8) one day local and (2) one day away tournaments and (1) two day away tournament. Your best six (6) tournaments plus, one of the

away tournaments for seven (7) tournaments, will count for the club yearly standings. If possible, club tournaments should be scheduled as to not to interfere with other local and regional tournaments. Weather permitting, all club tournaments will be a minimum of 8 hours and a maximum of 8.5 hours.  For two-day away tournaments:  Day One will be a minimum of 9 hours and a maximum of 9.5 hours and Day Two will be a minimum of 7 hours and a maximum of 7.5 hours.  Tournament hours will be announced at the draw and will be determined by two officers.  Precedence for determination will be Vice President, President, Treasurer, Secretary, and Federation Director.
7. In order for a member who has qualified as a state team member (reference Bylaws Article VI, section 1 paragraph c) to receive funds allotted for state team members (reference Bylaws Article II section 2, paragraph c) they must be in good standing (reference Bylaws Article II section 1, paragraph a).  Additionally, the member must either have contributed to the successful organization of the annual open fishing tournament or be a participant.  If an annual open tournament is not conducted, this rule does not apply. All state team participants must be paid members of Omaha Bass Anglers Club.  Thirty days prior to the state tournament, members MUST COMMIT AND BE FINANCIALLY LIABLE to pay for their share of room charges, entry and banquet fees, and optional side pots entered, barring emergency situations which will be evaluated by club officers.

8.  In order to fish in any tournament (other than a spotter), the individual must be a member or an honorary member of the Omaha Bass Anglers Club.
9.   The non-boaters share of expenses will be agreed upon prior to the start of all tournaments including local and Nebraska State Federation tournaments.  Common shared expenses include fuel (vehicle and boat), toll bridges, and park entry fees.  It is highly recommended that the boater meet the non-boater on the designated departyre day/time with a full tank of gas and split the cost of refill upon completion of travel.  If the boater elects to travel without the non-boater they are responsible for all expenses associated with travel until transportation is again shared with the non-boater. If the non-boater elects to travel without the boater, they are still required to agree upon and split all expenses incurred by the boater.  If, at any point, the boater and non-boater are not able to come to an agreement on expenses, a club officer should be contacted to facilitate an agreement.  If they wish, the non-boater is allowed to fish their water and fish from the front of the boat at least 50% of the day. If a non-boater damages a boat in any way, they will be responsible for all repairs. Locations and times must be worked out between partners. Any contestant who, in the judgment of the tournament committee, operates the boat in such a manner as to unfairly handicap his partner shall be disqualified for unsportsmanlike conduct.
10. All contestants must complete and sign an official entry form prior to each tournament. An entry form must accompany all tournament entry fees. Only boats with liability insurance will be allowed to enter the tournament. Boats must have all required Coast Guard safety equipment. All tournament boats must comply with Nebraska Bass Federation rules.  No boats under 14 feet will be allowed in the tournament.
11. Off limits – With permission from the club, members will be allowed to fish a tournament on the same waters 5 days prior to a scheduled tournament.   Regular individual pre-fishing will be allowed.
12. If a member is not at the launch ramp and ready to go by tournament start time, they can be disqualified at the discretion of the Tournament Director. Competitors who are not in at the official check-in point at the appointed time established by the Tournament Director will be penalized at a rate of 1 pound per minute deducted from the total weight. Any contestant over fifteen minutes late will be disqualified. The Tournament Director will announce the official times prior to the start of the tournament. The tournament directors' watch will be used for the official time.

13. Only artificial lures, manufactured baits, pork rind, and commercially available liquid attractants may be used. No live bait, frozen or freeze-dried bait of any kind may be used or possessed by any competitor during the tournament. Only one rod and reel can be used at any one time. AH fishing must be done from the boat.
14. No alcoholic beverages will be allowed in the boat during the tournaments.
15. Sportsmanship, courtesy, safety, and conservation are expected from each participant Any infraction of these fundamentals may be deemed cause for disqualification. Safe boating and fishing practices must be observed at all times. Life jackets will be worn and securely fastened with the kill switch tether attached when the combustion engine is in operation other than at idle speed.
16. Fishing on tournament waters will not be permitted in any areas designated as off-limits by the Tournament Director. There will be no fishing within 50 feet of the designated boat ramp during the last 30 minutes of the tournament. Boats will not fish within 25 yards of another competitor's boat that was first upon an area.
17. Any boater running on plane on a no-wake lake will forfeit 100% of that day's catch. Any boater who passes during blast-off on a no-wake lake will forfeit 100% of that day's catch.

18. All competitiors are bound by the prevailing statutes and regulations of the various states within which they fish.  At no time shall a competitor have in his or her possession more than the tournament limit.  Violations will result in loss of biggest fish.
19. During the official competition days of the tournament, a competitor may not use a CB radio, a VHF radio, a cellular phone, or any other type of communication device for the purpose of locating or catching fish.
20. If a member, who is no longer on probationary status (first year in club), declines any nomination(s) for an officer position(s) after not serving in an officer position the previous year, they will only be able to participate as a state team member for OBA after all other members are provided an opportunity.  After this, if they are asked to  participate as a state team member, they will not be offered any funding associated with the OBA state team, including entry fee, banquet charge, etc.  Individuals who served as officers the previous year are exempt from servingas officers - -  They  have the right to either turn down any nomination(s) or run for the OBA officer position.
Scoring will be based on a 100-point scale, which decreases 3 points with each descending position of finish.  Example: 1st = 100, 2nd = 97, 3rd = 94.  . Heavy stringer will break big Bass Bonus ties. Ties for positions will be awarded equal point assessment and the position directly beneath will not be awarded. Example: in case of a tie for second place, both anglers will be awarded 97 points and points will not be awarded for third place. The next angler will receive 4th place points. There will be a (1) one pound penalty imposed for each dead fish brought to the weigh-in.
Tiebreaders for the end of the season standings are as follows:

a. Total weight for your seven (7) heaviest tournaments;

b. Big Stringer from your seven (7) heaviest tournaments;

c. Big Bass from your all tournaments or;

d. Flip of a coin with both members present.

Tournament Grievance Committee:  This committee is comprised of (3) individuals.  Grievance Committee members are selected by the Vice-President/Tournament Director.  Selection to this committee will first be offered to the elected club officials then to the general membership with the exception of the parties involved in the grievance.  The Grievance Committee wil only be convened once a written Grievance has been filed.  All  decisions made by the Grievance Committee are final.

21. Interpretation of all rules will be left exclusively to the Tournament Director, whose decisions will be final in all matters. Complaints must be submitted to the Tournament Director. All complaints must be in writing and must be received NLT 30 minutes after all score sheets have been turned in. The tournament Grievance Committee will be consulted, when necessary, to rule on any complaints or disqualification.
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